
TEO WZS Committee – Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
May 3, 2011 - Arden Hills Training Center 

 
CO Members:  Outstate Members: Metro Members: Guests: 
X - Ken Johnson 
X - Ted Ulven 
X - Craig Mittelstadt 
    - Leigh Kriewall 
X - Bob Vasek 
     

X - Jim Miles 
X - David Mavec 
    - Todd Larson 
X - Kevin Schmidt 
    - Oliver Kendal 
X - Jeff Rieder 
    - Tom Miles 
X - Ken Wenkel 
X - Scott Thompson 
    - Jeff Knofczynski 

X - Tiffany Dagon 
X - Mike Engh 
    - Kevin Farraher 
X - Sheila Johnson 
    - Sue Lorentz 
    - John McClellan 
 

X - Peter Buchen 
X - Will Stein 
  
 

 
DISCUSSION TOPICS: 
 
Committee membership changes:  
Chapter 1 of the TEM was referenced to determine the proper structure, purpose, and membership of our TEO 
standing committee. Formerly named the “Temporary Traffic Control” committee, we discussed whether the 
“Work Zone Safety” committee was the proper title. There was a suggestion to rename it the “Work Zone 
Safety and Mobility” committee but no consensus was reached. It was decided to have further discussions at the 
next meeting. The purpose of exchanging ideas, best practices, and discussing work zone issues was thought to 
be sound and there was even a proposal to increase the meeting frequency from the current quarterly basis. 
Other members though they would have difficulty attending more frequently and it was adequate as presently 
scheduled. Agreeing to keep it a quarterly meeting, some ideas were presented to try to increase participation by 
Districts 2 and 8. It was thought that the travel time to Arden Hills may be too much of a burden so an alternate 
meeting location such as St. Cloud was proposed.  
ACTION ITEM: 
The membership list will be updated and posted on the website. Representatives from District 2 and 8 will be 
contacted to see if a change in location or meeting time would permit increased participation. 
 
Review Team for APL items: 
Several recently retired members were instrumental in reviewing new product applicants to the Approved 
Products List. They need to be replaced so that when we meet to review an item at Fort Snelling, Cedar Ave 
Truck Station, or Mn Road, there will be enough “eyes” to make a good judgement. There was concern over the 
time commitment but it really does not occur very often.  
ACTION ITEM:  A list will be composed of the volunteers: Bob Vasek, Scott Thompson, David Mavec, and 
Sue Lorentz (who was volunteered by Sheila Johnson), along with Ken and Ted.   
  
Intelligent Work Zone (IWZ) providers: 
The APL for Intelligent Work Zone (IWZ) providers was recently questioned by a subcontractor who 
bid on a D-1 project and was not on the list. They eventually were able to meet the qualifications by 
partnering with another subcontractor who was on the list. There can sometimes be unusual 
relationships with contractors, subcontractors, sub-subcontractors, that we don’t expect. We discussed 
the purpose and usefulness of this APL. There were strong arguments for and against the existence of 
this list. Craig Mittelstadt stated that withholding payment, penalties, and market forces will rid the industry of 
those incapable of operating such a system. Craig and others pointed out that it appears to be a “pre-
qualification” list and that is not permissible on federal aid projects. An End Spec or performance based 
specification was proposed. The other point of view is that these are complicated systems that need professional 
integration to operate correctly. It reflects badly on Mn/DOT if the public is promised an IWZ system on a 
project and it is not working properly or accurately. Unable to agree on an alternate course of action, the APL 
will remain as is for now. More information needs to be collected such as a determination if the APL list is a 
pre-qual list and if that is proper.  
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Traffic Control for Seal Coats: 
 Jeff Rieder described District 6’s use of layout #7 for seal coat operations. A fast moving operation, the layout 
is well suited for this. Flaggers are used where sight distance is restricted such as in no passing zones. The oil 
and chip operation is relatively compact but there is also a sweeping operation that moves along outside of the 
closure. It often has no traffic control other than a warning beacon on the vehicle. He asked the committee what 
other districts were doing and if there should be some traffic control for the broom. Reponses ranged from not 
having that kind of operation to “Yes” the broom should be operating in a closure. The committee agreed that a 
lane closure or layout 7 should be used when sweeping the roadway.  
 
Issue #1 Design Guidance for Temporary Pedestrian Access Routes: 
An ongoing issue is the effort to improve our Temporary Pedestrian Access Routes (TPAR) on 
construction and maintenance projects. A document is being put together to provide some design 
guidance so that traffic control plans will be more accurate and complete. Much review and editing 
still needs to be done. It was brought up that construction and design should be involved in this 
process too. What we have so far will be cleaned up and sent to the group for review. 
 
Issue #2 Incorporation of the Safety and Mobility Policy into Chapter 8 of the TEM: 
Technical Memorandum No. 07-16-T-05, Minnesota’s Work Zone Safety and Mobility Policy, will be included 
in Chapter 8 of the Traffic Engineering Manual. This is an opportune time to rewrite and update the chapter. 
Some work has already been done and it was decided a small group would work on this before it was sent out to 
the entire committee. Sheila and Tiffany volunteered to join Ken and Ted in this effort. 
 
FHWA Webinar: Developing Successful Transportation Management Plans (TMPs): 
Michigan, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin presented information about how they were doing TMPs.  
 
Zipper Merge Public Education Campaign: 
Chris Krueger from Public Affairs and Scott Hondl from the Johnson Group gave us an update on the plans for 
the Zipper Merge campaign. There will be a targeted, saturated effort for 6 weeks including billboards, TV and 
radio spots, a facebook page, a website, as well as MN/DOT’s own public service announcements. Watch for 
the boards and media spots from May 16th to June 30th.  
 
Next Regular Meeting:  August 2ND , 2011, at Arden Hill Training Center Rm 11.   


